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Welcome to another exciting edition of OKPRI’s Ghost Gazette!   

������������������ !
"�
 Hello and welcome again to OKPRI’s monthly Ghost Gazette.  We would like to send out an apol-
ogy to all of our readers  as due to software issues, we were unable to produce our normal monthly newslet-
ter  for quite some time.  We hope this delay has not caused you any discouragement in reading or keeping 
up with our publications as we are back in business and ready to bring you a news newsletter every month.   
With that being said, I will add that this will be one of three  special newsletter editions with each covering a 3 
month period in order to get caught back up and in line with our usually scheduled monthly newsletter.  So 
get ready for some great reading and welcome back! 

 In October we hosted another one of our 
“Haunted Evenings at the Stone Lion Inn” in Guthrie, 
Oklahoma.  We had a really good turn out and we 
appreciate all those who came and participated in this 
fun event with us!  We also conducted a couple of 
residential investigations, one in particular called, “The 
Crawler  House” where we captured an interesting 
picture of a strange mist shown here to the right.  This 
was a very neat investigation and we encountered a 
strange entity we nick-named, “The Crawler.”   Some 
of the activity  they reported was seeing shadows 
move about, but that they believed they had different 
ghost in the house as well since they had seen men 
and women and then something else that they could not describe.  This unknown figure was described by 
them as a dark human shadow that crawled around on the floors.  The children of the home stated that they 
would have horrible nightmares when they slept upstairs in their bed with images that were so frightening that 
they didn't want to stay upstairs anymore.  They also reported feeling as if someone crawled in to bed with 
them on several occasions, felt breath on their faces when they slept at night and heard audible voices.  Fi-
nally the strange activity had reached a level where the family quit using and sleeping the upstairs part of the 
house.  Not to long after this, more strange things began to take place within the home and so the homeown-
ers felt like they needed some outside help and so they contacted us at OKPRI.  For more information on this 
investigation, check out our report and webpage on the investigation at:  http://www.okpri.com.   

March proved to be an interesting month for us as 
well as we continued to conduct more residential 
investigations.  At one of these we were actually able 
to record video of a rocking chair rocking back and 
forth on its own.  We called this one “The House of 
Dolls” due to the many porcelain dolls that were in the 
home.  This 2-Story home was built in 1901 and has 
been home to a few different families.  The current 
homeowners stated that they have only lived in the 
home for a short time but they noticed activity shortly 
after moving in.  The homeowners have reported 
seeing a woman and a little girl in the home.  They 
also stated that they have had things moved through-

out the home as well, particularly porcelain dolls.   The back upstairs bedroom was interesting for one specific 
reason.  There was a porcelain doll that fell over on its own three different times while a sit-down was being 
conducted in this room.  On another occasion one of our investigators saw this 3 foot doll move forward about 
5 on its own.  Recreations of these events were done but were not able to be reproduced and measurements 
were made to track the movement of the doll from its original positions, however after the position was 
marked, we experienced no other activity with the doll.  Check it out on our website! 

    

� � � � � � � � � 	 � 
 � � 
 � � 
 
 � � � �



 �#����

���������	��	�
� � � � � � � � � 	 � 
 � � 
 � � 
 
 � � � �

“Have you all ever heard about the OKC Zoo being haunted?”  
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Hello Warren, 

Yes, we have heard that it is haunted by a woman that is often seen in 
the evening hours over by the aquarium.  There is also a rumor that 2 
children died over by the lake and that they are sometimes seen over by 
that area.  We cannot however confirm these 2 “haunted” claims how-
ever as we have not been to the zoo to investigate it for ourselves nor 
have any of us personally witnessed either of these sightings. 

I hope this helps! 

��������)������������������*�
This section is where we will bring you exciting stories of  ghosts and hauntings from 
places either our group has experienced or even places from all around the world.  

Need a good ghost story to read?  This is where you will find it! 

 

 

 

 

 

A Ghostly Tale on Oklahoma’s Old Route 66 

 

El Reno, Oklahoma -  

If you are traveling the Mother Road between Weatherford and El Reno, Oklahoma at 
night, keep your eyes open because legend has it that this part of the old Mother Road 
is haunted by an elderly humped back man. Said to appear in a brown trench coat, 
wearing a Bogie style hat pulled down over his eyes, he has often been spotted walking 
along the old highway, especially on foggy or rainy nights. Reportedly, one person 
picked this old figure up one wet evening and the eerie little man wouldn't talk to him. 
Soon, the vagabond tried to jump out of the moving car. The driver immediately pulled 
over to the side and let him out, only to spot the man walking again several miles ahead 
of the driver on down the road. Another person said that they thought they had hit the 
man with their vehicle but when they stopped to check on him, no one was there. Do 
you believe it? Keep your eyes peeled.  

��������
��������
����������������

������� �



 �#��+�

��������	�
�������
����������	��	�
� � � � � � � � � 	 � 
 � � 
 � � 
 
 � � � �

��������)������������������*�
This section is where we will bring you exciting stories of  ghosts and hauntings from 
places either our group has experienced or even places from all around the world.  

Need a good ghost story to read?  This is where you will find it! 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Ghostly Legends of the Whaley House 
http://whaleyhouse.org/ghostly.htm 

There are some human beings who are dimly aware of their own deaths, yet have chosen to stay 
on in what used to be their homes, to be close to surroundings they once held dear. --Hans Holzer  

Few houses in San Diego are as historically important as the Whaley House. In addition to being 
the Whaley Family home, it housed a granary, the County Court House, San Diego's first commer-
cial theater, various businesses including Thomas Whaley's own general store, a ballroom, a bil-
liard hall, school, and polling place. Significant events, such as the seizure of the court documents 
and records in 1871, and the suicide of Violet Whaley in 1885 profoundly affected Thomas and 
Anna Whaley. These events, as well as the hangings which occurred on the property before the 
house was constructed, have suffused the Whaley House with an air of mystery and added to its 
reputation as something more than just California State Historic Landmark #65.  

According to the Travel Channel's America's Most Haunted, the house is the number one most 
haunted house in the United States. The alleged hauntings of the Whaley House have been re-
ported on numerous other television programs and been written up in countless publications and 
books since the house first opened as a museum in 1960. Although we cannot state positively that 
the Whaley House is really haunted, the voluminous documentation of paranormal occurrences at 
the site makes a compelling case. But, if there are ghosts at the Whaley House, who are they and 
why are they here?  

The earliest documented ghost at the Whaley House is "Yankee Jim." James (aka Santiago) Rob-
inson was convicted of attempted grand larceny in San Diego in 1852, and hanged on a gallows off 
the back of a wagon on the site where the house now stands. The local newspaper reported that 
he "kept his feet in the wagon as long as possible, but was finally pulled off. He swung back and 
forth like a pendulum until he strangled to death." Although Thomas Whaley had been a spectator 
at the execution, he did not let it dissuade him from buying the property a few years later and build-
ing a home for his family there. According to the San Diego Union, "soon after the couple and their 
children moved in, heavy footsteps were heard moving about the house. Whaley described them 
as sounding as though they were made by the boots of a large man. Finally he came to the conclu-
sion that these unexplained footfalls were made by Yankee Jim Robinson." Another source states 
that Lillian Whaley, the Whaleys' youngest daughter who lived in the house until 1953, "had been 
convinced the ghost of "Yankee Jim" haunted the Old House." A visitor to the museum in 1962 
mentioned that "the ghost had driven her family from their visit there more than 60 years [earlier], 
her mother was unnerved by the phantom walking noise and the strange way the windows 
unlatched and flew up."  
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“However, many adults 

have reported seeing 

the apparition of Mr. 

Whaley, usually on the 

upper landing. One 

said he was "clad in 

frock coat and 

pantaloons, the face 

turned away from her, 

so she could not make 

it out. Suddenly it 

faded away." �
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Many visitors to the house have reported encountering Thomas Whaley himself. The late June Read-
ing, former curator of the museum, said, "We had a little girl perhaps 5 or 6 years old who waved to a 
man she said was standing in the parlor. We couldn't see him. But often children's sensitivity is 
greater than an adult's." However, many adults have reported seeing the apparition of Mr. Whaley, 
usually on the upper landing. One said he was "clad in frock coat and pantaloons, the face turned 
away from her, so she could not make it out. Suddenly it faded away."  

The specter of Anna Whaley has also been reported, usually in the downstairs rooms or in the gar-
den. In 1964, Mrs. Whaley's floating, drifting spirit appeared to [television personality Regis] Philbin. 
"All of a sudden I noticed something on the wall," Philbin reported. "There was something filmy white, 
it looked like an apparition of some kind, I got so excited I couldn't restrain myself! I flipped on the 
flashlight and nothing was there but a portrait of Anna Whaley, the long-dead mistress of the house."  

Other visitors have described seeing or sensing the presence of a woman in the courtroom. "I see a 
small figure of a woman," one visitor said, "who has a swarthy complexion. She is wearing a long full 
skirt, reaching to the floor. The skirt appears to be a calico or gingham, small print. She has a kind of 
cap on her head, dark hair and eyes and she is wearing gold hoops in her pierced ears. She seems 
to stay in this room, lives here, I gather." None of the Whaleys fit this description, but the house was 
rented out to numerous tenants over the years. Perhaps the mysterious woman in the courtroom was 
one of these.  

Another presence reported by visitors and docents is that of a young girl, who is usually found in the 
dining room. Psychic Sybil Leek encountered this spirit during a visit in the 1960s. "It was a long-
haired girl," Sybil said. "She was very quick, you know, in a longish dress. She went to the table in 
this room and I went to the chair." Urban legend has it that this is the ghost of a playmate of the 
Whaley children who accidentally broke her neck on a low-hanging clothesline in the backyard, and 
whose name was either Annabel or Carrie Washburn. There are no historic records of any child dying 
this way at the Whaley House; nor is there record of any family named Washburn residing in San 
Diego at the time. It is believed that the legend was started by a one-time employee of the Whaley 
House, in an effort to add to the house's mystique.  

Even animals aren't left out of the singular occurrences. A parapsychologist reported he saw a spot-
ted dog, like a fox terrier, that ran down the hall with his ears flapping and into the dining room. The 
dog, he said, was an apparition. When they lived in the house, the Whaley's owned a terrier named 
Dolly Varden.  

The Whaley House stands silently watching over San Diego Avenue as it has done for a century and 
a half. Every day visitors come from around the world to tour the historic museum. It contains so 
much history within its walls, that even the non-believer will enjoy the tour. For believers and skeptics 
alike, the house draws them back time and again, in search of those elusive ghosts. As Regis Philbin 
once said, "You know a lot of people pooh-pooh it because they can't see it. But there was something 
going on in that house." 



Hello, my name is Brad Duplechien and I am Founder/
Director of “Louisiana Spirits” Paranormal Investigations. I 
lead a great group of professional and dedicated individuals 
in conducting scientific and analytical investigations of any 
homes, businesses, plantations, restaurants, etc., that are 
suspected of containing paranormal activity. I am 26 years 
old, married, and the proud father of a beautiful 3yr old girl. 
In my spare time, other than leading LaSpirits, I am an enor-
mous horror movie buff and enjoy cruising on my motorcycle.  

The group was founded by myself, Todd Weaver, Brandon 
Thomas, Mark Moore, and other individuals who once made 
up a smaller group in Southern Louisiana. The group is di-
vided into four chapters, which are assigned to specific re-
gions of the state. Each and every member has their own 
unique paranormal story that drives them to seek answers in 
a field respected by few, yet intriguing to all. Our endeavors 
have sent us to some of the most historical and beautiful 
areas in and around the state. We are the first group to in-
vestigate such well known areas as Oak Alley Plantation, the 
Shreveport Municipal Auditorium, and the Joseph Jefferson Plantation. We are specifically proud 
of our investigation of the famous Oak Alley Plantation in Vacherie, La. Site of the filming of many 
movies and television shows, Oak Alley was visited daily by hundreds of tourists. However, like 
many other areas in southern Louisiana, Oak Alley fell victim to the tragedies of Hurricane 
Katrina. The Plantation drastically lost business and their daily number of tourists fell tremen-
dously. LaSpirits would like to contribute the now increased tourism to their investigations, once 
again drawing curiosity to such a beautiful home and to a dying portion of Louisiana culture that 
can not be found anywhere else in the world!  

As stated earlier, our main objective is to collect evidence of paranormal activity. Evidence that is 
so scrupulously analyzed that when it finally makes the presentation phase, it is even hard for the 
most close minded skeptics to argue their validity. In addition to this, another top priority of 
LaSpirits is to educate the public in understanding the paranormal and how to handle it 
if it becomes a personal issue. One of our most memorable cases was of a home 
owner who was so tormented by the activity in her home that she slept on a mattress 
in her living room. Her entire family thought she was crazy. After numerous visits to 
the residence, educating her and her family, they all have the skills and ability to con-
front the malevolent entity. Her family now believes her, her mattress was moved 
back to its suitable location, and she is so interested in the field now, she has even 
started her own small "ghost hunting" group. 

Other ways that we educate the public is by holding seminars. We recently held an event called 
"Dinner and a Ghost", in which the guests were given a thorough presentation regarding their 
investigation procedures, equipment, and evidence collected. Following this, they were allowed 
to participate in an investigation of the restaurant, which is said to be active. The event was a 
huge success, with everyone having a great time and learning quite a bit. We also held a very 
successful seminar for a group of 60+ at the Shreveport Municipal Auditorium. 

We have been featured in mostly every major newspaper, television, and radio station in Louisi-
ana. We have been featured in Louisiana Life Magazine and Haunted Times, and will be soon 
appearing in GhostMag and TAPS ParaMagazine. We have been featured on many paranormal 
radio shows such as GhostlyTalk, the Lou Gentile Show, APSR Radio, NightWatch Show, 
Magick Mind, and WPARanormal. 
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“Each and every 

member has their 

own unique 

paranormal story 

that drives them 

to seek answers 

in a field 

respected by few, 

yet intriguing to 

all. Our endeavors 

have sent us to 

some of the most 

historical and 

beautiful areas in 

and around the 

state.”  
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“If there is one 

thing I would 

like to tell the 

public, it is that 

the paranormal 

does exist and 

is not 

something to 

fear.”  
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A very common question often asked, is “what’s 
the most active place you have visited”? 

 As far as public areas that anyone can access at 
any time, I would say the most active for us has 
been Fort Derussy Cemetery in Marksville, LA. The 
cemetery is on an actual Civil War battles ite and 
contains many unmarked soldier graves, including 
marked graves of many children, the graves of a 
grizzly double murder/suicide, and the grave of an 
individual said to have been a "witch" in earlier 
times. The graveyard is extremely secluded, which 
only adds to its "creep factor". Referred to as "the 
woods people are afraid to go in at night" in the 
1940s books, Gumbo Ya-Ya, Fort Derussy Ceme-
tery has been the cause of numerous colored orb 
photos, ecto photos, incidents of severe battery 
charge loss, and sounds of gun fire. When filming 
the documentary "Worlds Largest Ghost Town" 
with Bill Murphy and crew from California, we were 
telling them the story of how every time we entered 

a certain portion of cemetery, our cameras/flashlights would die. As the camera crew proceeded to 
that spot, all three cameras died out!  Other known haunted public areas are Big Woods cemetery 
near Lake Charles, LA. As far as overall most active areas, including non public, I would say that a 
private residence in Leeseville, LA has proven time and time again to be quite active. Here, we have 
captured every form of evidence on audio/video except a full blown apparition. For more information 
on this residence, please visit our website at www.laspirits.com and visit the "Smythe's Residence" 
portion of our investigations page. 

Another question often asked is “what’s the scariest thing you’ve encountered”? In one case, myself 
and another investigator were sitting alone in a home. We were remaining very quiet and still. The 
home was older and was built off the ground. We began to feel the vibrations in the floor as if some-
one was walking towards us. The vibrations, which felt to get closer and closer, were then accompa-
nied by what sounded like whispering down the hallway. I couldn't see my hand in front of my face, 
but when it felt (and sounded) like the footsteps were right near me, I snapped a photo. The photo 
showed what looked like a large shadowy mass in front of me! In another case, while conducting a 
preliminary investigation of an old jail, I entered one of the cell bathrooms to take base EMF read-
ings. I then felt what I can only describe as vertigo with a pressurized feeling in my ears. I really did-
n’t pay much thought to this, being the skeptic I am. It was only after we started researching the jails 
gruesome past when I discovered that there was a very brutal assault which took place in that very 
shower, which left the inmate brain dead!  

 If there is one thing I would like to tell the public, it is that the paranormal does exist and is 
not something to fear. There are some legitimate groups out there that are capable and willing to 
help those in need of better comprehending these things. Unfortunately, there are inexperienced  

Continued on page 7 
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groups that pop up a dime a dozen that have no clue what they are doing. Due to their unprofessional 
tactics and inability to differentiate the paranormal and naturally occurring events, they often leave the 
clients more confused than they already were. In addition, other groups who dabble into Wicca and/or 
other practices such as this, make it even harder for reputable groups, such as ours, to be looked at 
as credible by our potential clients. What I would like the public to know is that we are not "weirdoes". 
We are everyday people with everyday jobs who have such a strong love for the paranormal, that we 
are willing to devote all of our time, money, and energy into helping educate others in something they 
may fear for simply lack of knowledge. 

In addition, other groups who dabble into Wicca and/or other practices such as this, make it even 
harder for reputable groups, such as ours, to be looked at as credible by our potential clients. What I 
would like the public to know is that we are not "weirdoes". We are everyday people with everyday 
jobs who have such a strong love for the paranormal, that we are willing to devote all of our time, 
money, and energy into helping educate others in something they may fear for simply lack of knowl-
edge.          

In closing, I would mainly like to tell all beginning investigators out there to use common sense and 
remain skeptic, yet open-minded. Always attempt to find a logical explanation as to what caused the 
specific occurrence. Only when all explanations have been exhausted, then you can look into the 
paranormal field. Start off slow by checking out a public cemetery, making sure to abide by all posted 
rules and never trespass. Most importantly...HAVE FUN!!  

Brad Duplechien 

Director/Founder of LaSpirits 

bduplechien@laspirits.com 
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In closing I would like to say thanks to all of you who took the time out to 
read this edition of our newsletter and stay tuned again very soon for an-
other edition which will be January 2008. 

Have a story that you would like to share in our newsletter or have an idea 
on something else you would like to see in our newsletter?  Please send us 
your stories and ideas to okpri@okpri.com/ 

Until the next time, we wish the best to all of you and hope that if you do go 
ghost hunting that you do it safely and please, never trespass, always get permission for the places 
that you intend to investigate! 

Happy Hunting, 

Christy & the OKPRI Team! 


